New to the Leith Hill Musical Festival?
We’ve prepared this guide to help you understand how
the Festival works and to answer many of the frequently
asked questions.
What is the Leith Hill Musical Festival?
It is a competitive choral festival for amateur choirs in the
Surrey area, founded by Lady Evangeline Farrer and
Margaret Vaughan Williams, whose famous brother, the
composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (RVW), was Festival
Conductor for nearly fifty years.
Where and when does it take place?
The main Festival of 2017 is taking place on April 6th, 7th
and 8th at Dorking Halls. The Halls were opened in 1931
to house the Festival and RVW was an influential figure in
raising funds for its construction. Each choir takes part on
one of those days.
In addition, in March there is a performance of Bach’s St
John Passion, St Matthew Passion or Handel’s Messiah. It
is entirely up to you if you would like to take part in this
performance. There are specific rehearsals and many
singers who do not sing regularly with an LHMF choir join
us. There is also a Youth Choirs’ Competition.
What are the ‘Divisions’?
There are currently four choirs in each of three divisions.
Each division has one competition day which is
self-contained: choirs compete in the morning, bury the

An afternoon rehearsal

hatchet at lunchtime, then rehearse together with the
Festival Conductor in the afternoon ready for the
evening’s concert. The term ‘division’ is historical, there is
no ranking between them and neither do they compete
against each other.
If you cannot sing in the Festival competition and attend
the afternoon rehearsal, you will be unable to sing
in the concert.
What does Jonathan Willcocks do?
Jonathan Willcocks has just taken over the role of Festival
Conductor and will conduct the combined choirs for the
first time in 2017.
He chooses the music for the competition along with
other members of our distinguished Music Committee:
John Rutter CBE (our President), Bob Chilcott, Robin
Gritton and Brian Kay (the previous Festival Conductor).
Jonathan conducts the evening performances of the April
Festival and the three Combined Rehearsals. Your choir
conductor will pass on instructions from him about
breathing, phrasing etc. in the main works. Make sure
you have these marked in your copy.
He also conducts the March concert and several of the
concert rehearsals. A Chorus Master takes other
rehearsals for the March concert.

What is a Combined Rehearsal and do I have to go?
There are three Combined Rehearsals, on Saturdays,
lasting two hours for each division, which all choir
members are expected to attend. This is Jonathan’s
opportunity to prepare the choirs for the combined
choirs’ performances on the evening of the Festival.
This is the only time that Festival organisers get the
opportunity to speak directly to all the singers and so
they are important preparation for the Festival. If you are
unable to attend, please send a letter to Jonathan via
your Choir Secretary.
Take me through a day at the Festival
Choirs usually arrive early to warm up or have a warm up
at another local venue. Check with your choir where your
allocated rehearsal space is at Dorking Halls. Allow plenty
of time for parking.
Choirs assemble in the Main Hall at 9.00am and we sing
‘Song for a Spring Festival’. Ralph Vaughan Williams
wrote this with words by his wife, Ursula Wood, for the
Festival’s 50th anniversary with the special condition that
it may only be sung at the Festival.
For the whole of the morning, choirs engage in
competition. Each choir will sing all the set pieces,
including test passages (short extracts) from the main
works, which will be announced by the Adjudicator. They
will also sing a piece of their own choice.
Each choir can also field up to three ensembles – small
groups of up to twelve singers singing a set piece.
All performances are awarded marks by the Festival
Adjudicators, who also give feedback. There is a banner
or trophy for the best performance in each category and
these are presented in the evening concert. There is also
a prize for the highest aggregate – i.e. the
largest total number of points awarded
during the morning (excluding Own
Choice and Ensembles).

In the evening singers return by 7.15pm in time for the
7.30pm performance which finishes by 10pm.
Where can I eat?
Meals are available at the Dorking Halls at lunchtime and
supper time on the Festival days. These need to be
booked in advance via your Choir Secretary. There are
usually two courses, with wine included in the evening
meal. Alternatively there are cafes and restaurants
nearby in Dorking. During the morning coffee break,
Dorking Halls will sell drinks. It is advisable to bring water
to drink during the day, but water bottles cannot be
taken on to the stage in the evening.
What do we wear?
Choirs wear a rosette in their official colours and choose
their own apparel for the morning. Your choir will advise
you accordingly.
In the evening, ladies are normally asked to wear white
shirts/blouses with black trousers/skirt and gentlemen
normally wear dinner suits with black bow tie. Listen out
for instructions at Combined Rehearsals to check this is
still up to date. Ladies, please do not wear distracting
jewellery, elaborate hair decorations or strong perfume.
You might also want to bring something comfortable and
fairly cool to wear during the afternoon rehearsal.
Changing facilities are available in the Masonic Hall.
Please do not leave valuables in there.
Can I do anything to help?
The Festival is run entirely by volunteers. The very least
that any singer can do is to invite friends and family to
the concerts and support the other choirs on the days on
which they are not singing themselves. If you have any
particular skills that you can offer, please do step forward.

There are two special awards that are
presented on the Saturday evening: the
Dr William Cole banner for the choir that
gets the highest mark in any class during
the three days, and the Keith Willis
Memorial Award for the choir with the
highest mark in the Madrigal class.
After a lunch break the four choirs join
forces with a professional orchestra and
soloists to rehearse with Jonathan
Willcocks for the evening concert. Choirs
generally perform all the pieces from the
morning, apart from the Own Choice.

The Youth Day always needs lots of
volunteers on the day to help things run
smoothly, and stewards are also needed
on the Festival days. You will hear more
about this at the Combined Choirs
rehearsals.
Is it fun?
Definitely! Exhilarating, uplifting and a
great musical challenge. Enjoy!
Where can I find out more?
Join the Festival mailing lists via the
website www.lhmf.org.uk
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Your Choir Secretary is always sent all
relevant Festival information.. Please
check the website www.lhmf.org.uk for
information or contact a Festival Official.

